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ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

Longest Runway Lowest Published Approach Minimums 

RWY 15-33: 

8006 x 100’ 

LOC (DME)-E: 

Circling 10220 (2383’)  3 

Airport Website 

Airport Overview 

Aspen–Pitkin County Airport (ICAO: KASE, FAA LID: ASE), also known as Sardy Field, is a county-owned pub-
lic-use airport located three nautical miles northwest of the central business district of Aspen, in Pitkin Coun-
ty, Colorado. 

Aspen–Pitkin Co./Sardy Field covers an area of 573 acres at an elevation of 7,820 feet above mean sea level. 
It has one asphalt paved runway designated 15-33 which measures 8,006 by 100 feet.  

Aspen–Pitkin Co. Airport has more regular service from major carriers than any other regional ski town air-
port in North America. In the winter, its regular, weekly flights number more than 170 (not including extra 
flights often run during busy holiday seasons). In addition to regular service from Denver, Aspen sees more 
than 20 flights a week from Chicago and Los Angeles. 

http://www.aspenairport.com/
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ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

Runway Surface Runway Length Runway Width LDA GA/TCH 

15 ASPH-GRVD 8006 100 7006 P 3.5°/56’ 

33 ASPH-GRVD 8006 100 7006 - 

AF/D Notes of Interest 

• ARPT CLSD 2300-0700. 
• TERRAIN WILL NOT ALLOW FOR NORMAL TFC PATTERNS. HIGH RATES OF DESCENT MAY BE RQRD DUE 

TO TERRAIN & LOCAL PROCS. 
• ARPT LOCATED IN HIGH MOUNTAIN VALLEY WITH MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN FROM 12500 - 14000 FT MSL 

IN NEAR PROXIMITY TO ARPT; NUMEROUS UNLIGHTED OBSTRUCTIONS. ALL ADVERSE WEATHER SITUA-
TIONS MAGNIFIED IN MOUNTAINS. OPERATIONS DURING PERIODS OF REDUCED VISIBILITY DISCOUR-
AGED FOR PILOTS UNFAMILIAR WITH AREA. 

• UNCONTROLLED TRAFFIC ON THE RAMPS. RY 33 RUN-UP AREA NOT VISIBLE FROM ATCT. 
• FOR ALL GA OPNS BTWN 30 MIN AFT SS TO 2300 THE FOLLOWING APPLIES: ACFT EQUIPPED AS RQRD 

UNDER FAR 91.205(D) FOR INST FLT - PILOT IS INST RATED; VFR PIC HAS COMPLETED AT LEAST ONE TKOF 
OR LDNG IN THE PRECEDING 12 MONTHS AT ASE. IFR: EXECUTE APCH/DEP PROCEDURES WITH ATC CLNC. 

• UNIQUE VFR DEP PROCEDURES EXIST. CALL ARPT OPS 970-920-5760; OR FBO 970-920-2016 FOR MORE 
INFO. 

• (A106) ACFT REQUIRING IFR SHOULD FILE FLIGHT PLAN WITH FLIGHT SERVICE 45 MIN PRIOR TO ESTD 
DEP. 

• UNLESS CEILINGS ARE AT LEAST 2000 FT ABOVE HIGHEST TRRN & VIS IS 15 MILES OR MORE; MOUNTAIN 
FLYING IS NOT RECOMMENDED. 

• PPR FOR TKOF ON RY 15. CTC FBO 970-920-2016. 
• ARPT RESTRICTED TO MAXIMUM ACFT WINGSPAN OF 95 FT. 
• PILOTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR PASSENGERS IN RAMP AREA. PEDESTRIANS AND VEHICLES CANNOT ENTER 

TWYS WITHOUT ATC CLEARANCE. STAY ON THE SOLID SIDE OF THE RED BOUNDARY MARKING LINE. 
• COLD TEMPERATURE AIRPORT. ALTITUDE CORRECTION REQUIRED AT OR BELOW -22C. 
• BIRDS AND OTHER WILDLIFE ON AND INVOF RWYS. WATCH FOR WILDLIFE ON OR NEAR RWYS 
• ALL ARRIVING AIRCRAFT FRM 2000 TO 2300L MUST ANNOUNCE CTAF 118.85 WHEN THEY ARE 20, 15, 10 

AND 5 MILES OUT AND ON SHORT FINAL. EQUIPMENT MAY BE ON THE RWY. 
• ALL COMMERCIAL ACFT ADVISE PRIOR TO PUSHBACK ONTO TWY-A. 
• DUE TO POOR VISIBILITY IN VALLEY, USE LNDG LGTS IN TFC PAT. 
• REVIEW OF AIRPLANE PERFORMANCE RCMDD INCLUDING DA; WEIGHT & BALANCE AND CLIMB PERFOR-

MANCE. 

ATC 

TOWER: 118.85 Yes No 

Notes:  ARFF Index B.  
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ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

Terrain/Obstacles 

• Arpt located in high mountain valley with mountainous terrain from 12,500´–14,000´ MSL in near proxim-
ity to arpt, numerous unlighted obstructions. 

Safety Factors  

• CFIT due to nearby mountainous terrain on both approach and missed approach/balked landings.  
• RWY 15 has 2% up-slope; RWY 33 2% down-slope. 
• Airport Hot Spots, see pg 7. 
• High elevation airport effects on aircraft performance. 
• Higher than standard glidepath gradients increase risk of unstable approach. 
• No full length parallel taxiway increases risk of runway incursion. 

Reference Documents (Double-Click on icon to retrieve) 

(AFD) (AD)   

    

Approach Review 

RWY 15 RWY 33 

PAPI, RNAV (GPS) F, LOC/DME-E, Visual  

(ALL MINIMUMS ARE CIRCLE MINIMUMS) 

—— 

AF/D Notes of Interest continued 

• HANG GLIDERS; PARA GLIDERS; HOT AIR BALLOON & GLIDER OPNS ON & INVOF ARPT UP TO 18000 FT 
MSL. 

• NOISE ABATEMENT PROCEDURES IN EFFECT. CTC ARPT OPS 970-920-5760 EXT 0. 
• FBO REQUIRES 2 HRS ADVANCE NOTICE FOR STAGING ACFT PRIOR TO DEP. 
• DUE TO HIGH APCH MINIMUMS PILOTS MAY NEED AN IFR ALTERNATE EVEN THOUGH WEATHER IS FORE-

CAST TO BE HIGHER THAN 2000-3. 
• RWY EXISTS TO SUPPORT THE PKN LDA ASSOC WITH THIS ARPT. 
• WHEN ATCT CLSD ACTVT MALSF RWY 15; REIL RWY 33; PAPI RWY 15; MIRL RWY 15/33 - CTAF. REIL RWY 

15 - ATCT OPC DAY VFR ONLY. 
• DUSK-2300 
• TPA FOR LGT ACFT 1185 AGL; TPA FOR HEAVY ACFT 1685 AGL. 
• RWY 15 PAPI UNUSBL BYD 4 NM FM RWY THR & BYD 7 DEGS RIGHT OF RWY CNTRLN.  




268 COLORADO


ASPEN–PITKIN CO/SARDY FLD (ASE)(KASE) 3 NW UTC–7(–6DT) N39º13.31´ W106º52.09´
7838 B TPA—See Remarks Class I, ARFF Index B   NOTAM FILE ASE
RWY 15–33: H8006X100 (ASPH–GRVD) S–80, D–100, 2D–160 


PCN 28 F/B/X/U  MIRL
RWY 15: MALSF. REIL. PAPI(P4L)—GA 3.5º TCH 56´. 1.9% up.
RWY 33: REIL. Thld dsplcd 1000´. Road. Rgt tfc. 2.0% down.


RUNWAY DECLARED DISTANCE INFORMATION
RWY 15: TORA–7006 TODA–7006 ASDA–7006 LDA–7006
RWY 33: TORA–8006 TODA–8006 ASDA–8006 LDA–7006


SERVICE:  S2 FUEL 100LL, JET A1+   OX 1, 3 LGT Bcn lgts ops 
dusk–0600Z‡. When ATCT clsd ACTVT MALSF Rwy 15; REIL Rwy 33; 
PAPI Rwy 15; MIRL Rwy 15–33—CTAF. REIL Rwy 15—ATCT opc day 
VFR only. Rwy 15 PAPI unusbl byd 4 NM fm rwy thr and byd 7 deg rgt 
of rwy cntrln.


NOISE: NS ABTMT procedures in effect, ctc arpt ops 970–920–5760 ext 0. 
AIRPORT REMARKS: Attended 1400–0600Z‡. Arpt CLOSED 0600–1400Z‡. 


Birds and other wildlife on and invof rwys. Watch for wildlife on or near 
rwys. All arriving acft from 2000 to 2300 local must announce CTAF 
118.85 when they are 20, 15, 10 and 5 miles out and on short final. 
Equipment may be on the rwy. Rwy 00X exists to support the PKN LDA 
assoc with this arpt. For acft svc ctc UNICOM. Hang gliders, para 
gliders, hot air balloons and glider ops on and invof arpt up to 18,000´ 
MSL. All commercial acft advise prior to pushback onto Twy A. Arpt lctd in high mountain valley with mountainous terrain 
from 12,500´–14,000´ MSL in near proximity to arpt, numerous unlgtd obst. All adverse wx situations magnified in 
mountains. Arpt rstd to max acft wingspan of 95´. Ops dur periods of reduced visibility discouraged for pilots unfamiliar 
with area. Unless ceilings are at least 2000´ abv highest terrain and visibility is 15 miles or more, mountain flying is not 
recommended. Due to high apch minimums pilots may need an IFR alternate even though wx is forecast to be higher than 
2000´–3,000´. Terrain will not allow for normal tfc patterns. High rates of descent may be rqrd due to terrain and lcl 
procedures. Unique VFR dep procedures exist, call arpt ops 970–920–5760, or FBO 970–920–2016 for more info. FBO 
rqr 2 hrs advance ntc for staging acft prior to dep. For all general aviation ops btn 30 min after SS to 0600Z‡ the following 
applies, acft equipped as rqrd under FAR 91.205(D) for instr flt, pilot is instrument rated, VFR pilot–in–command has 
completed at least one tkf or ldg in the preceding 12 months at ASE. IFR, execute apch/dep procedures with ATC clnc. 
Acft rqrg IFR should file flt plan with flt svc 45 min prior to estimated dep. PPR for tkf on Rwy 15 ctc FBO 
970–920–2016. Review of airplane performance recommended incl density altitude, weight and balance and climb 
performance. Due to poor visibility in valley, use ldg lgts in tfc pat. TPA for light ACFT 9023(1185), TPA for heavy ACFT 
9523(1685). Unctl tfc on the ramps. Rwy 33 run–up area not visible from twr. Pilots are responsible for pax in ramp area. 
Pedestrians and vehicles cannot enter twys without ATC clnc. Stay on the solid side of the red boundary marking line. Cold 
temperature airport. Altitude correction required at or below –22C. Ldg fee. NOTE: See Special Notices—Special 
Procedures Aspen County/Sardy Field (KASE) Aspen, Colorado, "Cozy One VFR Departure (KASE)".


AIRPORT MANAGER: (970) 429-2851
WEATHER DATA SOURCES: ASOS 120.4 (970) 205–2482. LAWRS.
COMMUNICATIONS: CTAF 118.85  ATIS 120.4  UNICOM 122.95
® APP/DEP CON 123.8 (1400–0300Z‡)
®DENVER CENTER APP/DEP CON 119.85 (0300–1400Z‡)


 TOWER 118.85 (1400–0300Z‡)  GND CON 121.9  CLNC DEL 123.75
AIRSPACE: CLASS D svc 1400–0300Z‡; other times CLASS E.
RADIO AIDS TO NAVIGATION:  NOTAM FILE DEN.


RED TABLE  (VH) (DH) VORW/DME 113.0 DBL Chan 77 N39º26.36´ W106º53.68´ 163º 13.1 NM to fld. 
11800/12E.


VOR unusable:
040º–056º byd 40 NM
057º–074º byd 40 NM blo 16,300´
057º–074º byd 65 NM
075º–100º byd 40 NM
115º–130º byd 40 NM
160º–200º byd 40 NM


LDA 108.5 I–PKN Rwy 00X. Localizer course width:  6.00 reverse sensing. This facility will be used as a departure 
navaid and a missed approach navaid. LDA sensing will be reversed. LDA 108.5 i–pkn available for missed 
approach/departures only. LDA unusable byd 25º back left/south of course. LDA unusable byd 30º back right/north of 
course.


LOC/DME 111.15 I–ASE Chan 48(Y) Rwy 15. LOC front unusable byd 14 NM blw 12,500´; byd 25º left and right 
of course. DME unusable byd 14 NM blw 12,500´; byd 25º left and right of course.


COMM/NAV/WEATHER REMARKS: Primary radar not avbl. Radar tfc advisories and svcs avbl for transponder equipped acft only. 
LDA 108.5 I–PKN avbl for missed apch/dep only. LDA unmonitored when twr clsd. LDA unusable byd 30º south of crs.


ASTRONAUT KENT ROMINGER  (See DEL NORTE on page 281)


DENVER
H–3E, L–9E


IAP, AD


SW, 3 NOV 2022 to 29 DEC 2022





JAlbrecht
File Attachment
Chart Supplement ASE 2022.pdf




CAUTION: BE ALERT TO RUNWAY CROSSING CLEARANCES.


READBACK OF ALL RUNWAY HOLDING INSTRUCTIONS IS REQUIRED.
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ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

Accident/Incident History 

A search of available databases yielded 130 reports from JAN 2018 to NOV 2022. 90 of the reports were wild-
life strikes. Of the remaining 40 reports, 17 were pertinent to risks at the airport. The pertinent reports were 
low altitude/EGPWS warning (9), TCAS/NMAC (6), runway excursion (2)).  A main causal factor for many of 
the reports is the mountainous terrain which makes en-route, approach, and departures more complex.   
 
Risk Factor 1:  Mountainous Terrain 
Mountainous terrains surrounds the airport making approaches and departures more complex, requiring 
higher rates of descent and climb to make approach and departure procedures.  This can lead to an over-
shoot of the runway, low altitude/EGPWS warning, and deviations. 
Out of all the related reports, there was only one fatal. A hawker operating under part 91 departed the air-
field and subsequently impacted the mountainside shortly there-after. The investigation is still on-going as of 
11/2022. Therefore the below synopsis is provided as advisory only: 
 
NTSB Accident Report Number: CEN21FA305  
On July 3, 2021, about 1838 mountain daylight time, a Beech G36 airplane, N36JJ, was destroyed when it was 
involved in an accident near Aspen, Colorado. The two pilots were fatally injured. The airplane was operated 
under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 as a personal flight. According to prelimi-
nary information, the airplane landed at the Aspen/Pitkin County Airport (ASE) about 1353 to stop for fuel 
and lunch. The pilots then requested an instrument flight rules (IFR) flight plan to the Des Moines Interna-
tional Airport (DSM), Des Moines, Iowa. The ground controller issued a clearance that included the LINDZ 
Nine Departure Procedure, to climb and maintain 16,000 ft, and to expect 17,000 ft, 10 minutes after depar-
ture. The pilot responded that they could not accept 16,000 ft, which was required for the departure proce-
dure, and would instead depart using visual flight rules. The controller queried the pilot if they were going to 
fly down the valley before proceeding eastbound or northeast through the ridge. The pilot responded that 
they would make that decision after they took off, “once we see what’s going on.” The pilot advised that they 
would make a right turn takeoff and requested to climb over the airport. After departure, the flight was 
cleared to climb over the Aspen airport and the pilot informed the controller that they would depart to the 
south-southeast. The tower controller acknowledged and advised that they would let them know when the 
flight was high enough to proceed. When passing through 10,100 ft, the pilots informed the tower that they 
would depart to the east, stating “we’re above it.” When the flight was 5 miles east of the airport, the tower 
controller informed them that they were leaving ASE airspace and approved a frequency change. The pilot 
asked the tower controller to recommend a frequency, however the tower controller did not respond. The 
flight continued to the east and southeast. Radar data showed the airplane as it approached a semi-circular 
mountain ridgeline with tops over 13,000 ft. Data indicated that the airplane was at 11,500 ft as it ap-
proached the ridgeline and then the airplane subsequently dropped off radar. The airplane was located near 
a meadow in a wooded area at an elevation of about 11,000 ft. A post impact fire ensued.  
 
 



 

 5 

ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

CAUTION 

Mountainous Terrain All Quadrants 
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ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

15 

33 
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ASPEN-PITKIN COUNTY AIRPORT 

Updated:  NOV 2022 

KASE Aspen, CO Elevation 7838’ 

CAUTION 

Airport Hot Spots 
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Risk Analysis 

Hazard (Optional) Mitigations—Please fill in your own company mitigations 

CFIT due to nearby mountainous 
terrain on both approach and 
missed approach/balked landings.  

 

RWY 15 has 2% up-slope; RWY 33 
2% down-slope. 

 

Airport Hot Spots.  

High elevation airport effects on 
aircraft performance. 

 

Higher than standard glidepath gra-
dients increase risk of unstable ap-
proach. 

 

No full length parallel taxiway in-
creases risk of runway incursion. 

 


